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PREFACE

In the changing parlance, the idea of education is undergoing a constant flux. The traditional
wisdom says that ‘Sa Vidva Ya Vimuktaye’, that is, ‘It is wisdom that liberates’. Education is a
medinm for lifelong learning of an amray of attributes to be imbibed by learners. However,
education is incomplete without due exposure to the exploration of culture, character-building
and other related dimensions of personality. Swami Vivekananda opined that, “Education is not
the amount of information that we put into your brain and it runs riot there, undigested, all your
life. We must have life building, man making and character making assimilation of ideas”.

Yuval Noah Hararl, a noted Historian, advises ug that to stay relevant, we will need the
ability to ‘constantly learn and to reinvent yourself”. The philosophers across the globe have
advised us the dictum ‘know thyself”. If we know what we want in life, technology can help
getting it. But if we don’t know about the purpose of our life, it will be all too easy for fechnology
to shape our aims for us and take control of our life.

At the advent of National Policy on Education (NPE) 2019, the system is expecting coniplete
rejuvenation and reconstruction of education. NEP 2019 focuses on the five pillars of education:
access, equity, quality, accountability and affordability. It ensures quality education in India for a
span of 20 years starting from 2020 to 2040,

NPE 2019 aims to consolidate 800 universities and 40,000 colleges into around 15,000 large,
multidisciplinary institutions. The policy proposes three types of higher educational institutions
(HEIs): Research Universities, Teaching Universities and Autonomous Degree Granting Colleges.
It aims to provide autonomy to all higher education institutions. Higher education institutions to
be govemed by independent boards with complete academic and administrative autonomy. An
autonomous body called the National Research Foundation (NRF) is to be set up through an Act
of Parliament.

Keeping this in mind, Principal Dr. Suchitra A. Naik proposed the idea of a peer reviewed
monograph on higher education to commemorate the Golden Jubilee Celebration (1969-2019) of
our college that we are celebrating this year. Her dynamic leadership and critical acumen
conceptualised this academic endeavour of churning about higher education in India. It is for the
first time that we are putting forth our ideas in the form of a monograph. This book is an
expression of teachers, researchers and academicians who are committed to the students and
teaching-learning process.

We are extremely happy to present a plethora of vibrant ideas in the form of twenty erudite
articles and research papers on the theme — Higher Education in India: Retrospect and
Prospeet. The present volume is an attempt to consider the relevant issues taking shape in
contemporary higher education ecosystem of India. This monograph consists of six research
articles and fourteen research papers.

The article ‘Education in Ancient India’ by Dr. Vijay V. Bedekar is modified from the
inaugural speech delivered by him in the Seminar on ‘Education in Ancient India’ on Saturday,
29" April, 1995 at Thane. It draws attention to a very crucial turning point in the history of

" this land, when the system of education was transplanted from its traditional moorings to
Western concepts from indigenous to alien, from vernacular to English and from creativity
to soul killing formality. The article throws light on the educational perspective of ancient India
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and juxtaposes the effects of Macaulay’s education system introduced by British East India
Company.

The article “The Seven Steps to Excellence’ by Dr. Shirish Chindhade is a rich testimony of
his experience as a NAAC Assessor (Peer Team Member and Coordinator) in India. By referring
to the sacred seven steps (saptapadi), taken in Hindu marriage code to solemnise the relation, the
article suggests the magical seven steps to achieve excellence in higher education as
interdisciplinarity, choice based credit system (CBCS), addressing resource crunch, quality
faculty, quality research, patents, citation, equity and inclusiveness autonomous status.

“Dr. A.B. Dhopeshwarkar’s article ‘Higher Education: Opportunities and Challenges’
attempts to draw attention to the various problems faced by higher education as well as the
various opportunities available to the institutions of higher education in the light of National
Policy of Education 2016. It categorically enumerates the features of various education policies
with appropriate proofs. The transformation of society through education is the theme running
through the article. The article stresses the fact that educationists will have to think more seriously
of the entanglement of the artificial intelligence as well as the ‘man-made’ memory and the
natural memory. The new kind of unsocialisation brought about by communications technology
needs to be recognised as a natural phenomenon.

The article entitled ‘Amalgamation of Research in Higher Education: Some Thoughts’
written by Dr. Sudhakar Agarkar aptly discusses four aspects in order to encourage
amalgamation of research with teaching as enhancing institutional capacity, training of teachers,
setting up a research culture, encouragement to presentation and publications.

- Dr. Prashant P. Dharmadhikari’s article ‘A Report of Educational Odyssey to Oxford,
Cambridge and London: Some Observations’ is an attempt to gauge the implications of the
educational tour in the transformation of the perspectives and outlook of the students, teachers
and parents. The pedagogical implications of the tour are analysed in detail.

The article ‘“The ‘Flip® side of Classroom Learning’ by Rishikesh K.B. and Sharon Lewis
talks about the concept of a flipped classroom (FC) that enables students to take greater
ownership of the knowledge they absorb and accordingly pace themselves.

Principal Dr. Suchitra A. Naik’s paper ‘Prioritising Philosophy of Education in India’
explores the function of philosophy of education in contemporary society. It argues that modern
theories of education, which were primarily shaped by the analytic spirit, need to be
supplemented by a normative approach. In the light of post-modern ecritical thinking, it is
necessary to go beyond managerialism in order to develop a deeper conversation in education.
Only then it would be capable of addressing the moral and ethical dimensions of ‘human making’.

The paper ‘Quantity vs. Quality Trade-off in Higher Education: Challenges and
Consequences in India’ by Aparna Kulkarni tries to compare the status of Indian and foreign
universities with respect to quantity and quality of higher education. It introduces the idea of
‘quantity and quality trade-off’ that is faced by Indian universities. The growing attraction of
foreign universities amongst the Indian students is due to the quality concern that is jeopardised
by Indian universities in the game of maintaining quantity.

The paper ‘Challenges and Opportunities in Higher Education in India: A Perspective’ by
Dr. Pramod T. Kharate examines the various challenges the Indian higher education system is
facing and discusses the opportunities in its present scenario. The paper argues that education is
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an important tool for transformation, growth and prosperity of any nation and strengthens the
democracy and guarantees progress in all the fields.

Dr. Manoj Patharkar’s paper ‘Language and Literature in Higher Education’ proposes that
literature has an important role to play in higher education. It proposes that the whole project of
modernity was to refine the ‘human’, a process that requires a ‘culture of ideas’. The paper argues
the necessity of recognising the pivotal role played by humanities to imagine possibilities latent in
any organisation, to plan future course, to connect with each other and to make ethical choices.

The paper ‘Rejuvenating the Youth through Swami Vivekananda’s Value Education’ by
Dr. Indrani Roy is an attempt to delve into the value based educational philosophy of Swami
Vivekananda. The paper is also an effort to highlight Swamiji’s ideas on value education and his
suggestions to prevent moral degradation of youth through value education.

In the article titled “|T fa@m 47 faqard’, Dr. Shyamsunder Pandey briefs about traditional
idea of liberation through education and then discusses current issues and problems associated

with prevailing education system in India. It discusses the objective of education to shape overall -

personality of a human being. It also stresses the need of ethics in education.

In the research paper titled “qed TReor: smazadar ik ALY by Dr. Mithilesh
Sharma deals with meaning and importance of value education in cone’s life. Further, he explains
how with changing time there is rapid fall in values. Recent education system is getting deprived
of value education, and thus the need for reviewing current system of education. She also talks
about the challenges involved in implementation of value education.

The research paper titled ‘Sed gt W=l @ gARE: oM@, A=, T&rEw
3IX #ATF by Dr. Jayshree Singh begins with the issue of maintaining quality in education in
general and higher educational institutions in.particular. The paper studies multidimensional
challenges in maintaining quality in Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs) with respect to
leamers and accreditation given by UGC under seven criteria of evaluation. Further, the paper
deals with new challenges in maintaining quality in the era of autonomous status glanted to HEIs.

The paper ‘Privatisation of Higher Education in India: A Critical Analysis’ by Dr. Sangita S.
Mohanty envisages the tendencies of privatisation in higher education sector, and also proposes
to monitor and govern these institutions for quality education,

Dr, Rashmi Agnihotri’s paper ‘E-Initiatives for Enhanced Governance in Higher Education:
A Study of Stakeholders’ Perspective’ tries to study the areas of education processes which can
be sfrengthened to improve e-governance in education sector. It also tries to understand the
various benefits of taking such initiatives along with the challenges which come across while
implementing it.

The paper ‘Understanding the Growth Pattern of Educational Institutions in Thane: Impact
on Enrolment of Students and Employment of Teachers’ by Dr. Sagar Thakkar is an attempt to
understand the growth pattern of educational institutions in rapidly developing Thane and its
impact on enrollment of students as well as employment of teachers.

The paper ‘Imparting Quality Higher Education Facilities — A Solution for Brain Drain
Issue” by Shubhangi A. Rajguru attempts the study of brain drain and the possible solutions to it.
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The paper ‘Digitizing Education — The Khan Academy Way’ by Archana Nair and Jhamna
Tolani attempts to decipher the Khan Academy Model and understand the current scenario of
digital education in India.

‘A Study on Impact of Commercialisation of Education with respect to Students of
Ulhasnagar City* by Dr. Vinod S. Chandwani has tried to find out the impact of
commercialisation of education in India in general and Ulhasnagar (District Thane) in particular.

The editors are grateful to Dr. Vijay V. Bedekar, Chairman,Vidya Prasarak Mandal, Thane
for his incessant support in achieving greater heights in higher education. We are grateful to
Himalaya Publishing House for their support. The thanks are also due to the contributors of this
compendium of stimulating ideas which may be a sincere contribution to understand the parlance
of higher education in India. We thank Prof. Subhash Shinde, Prof. Priyamvada Tokekar and Prof.
Narayan Barse for their valuable insights into this task. We are thankful to Dr. Sushma Paudwal
for reviewing the articles in the monograph. We are grateful for the contribution of Dr. Suja Roy
Abraham, Dr. Manoj Patharkar, Prof. Ruchita Patil, Prof. Archana Nair and Prof. Anjali
Purandare. We are grateful to the supporting staff who helped us in this academic endeavour.

We are happy to initiate and present this very first monograph in the interest of larger society.
This would be a continuous activity to publish a monograph every year. As a responsible teaching
fraternity, we are committed to making higher education practically more significant and liberal.
This monograph is a modest step in this direction.

Editors
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AT Y g BT G AT B Gl S e 8 W TP €Sl ARG TE a9 G |
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Mr./Ms./ Dr./ Mithilesh Sha
Mumbai) was present as a
National Webinar Worksho
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organized by the Departmer
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—— -
Dr. Anil Singh

Cordinator
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S. B. College Of Arts and Commerce, Shahapur, Dist. Thane — 421601
He / She Actively participated in discussion prescrlbed by the
National Webinar Workshop.
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