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INTRODUCTION

The future of hamanity Ues In clttes as most populations
across the globe will move towards citles, making it the
biggest migration in human history, Citles are considered
harbingers of growth - providing opportunities for econoic
- deyelopment, social mobility and cultural- openness:-The:
globalization unleashed three decades-ago will -
Incomplete without the growth and expansion of
clties across the world because the pillars of globalization =

echnology, capital and labour are embedd
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mionstrous: growth in the urban land%capc will not
h rming of cities will give rise 1o a plethora
using, .sanitation, health, education,
cte: it should be left to policy makers
ge this phenomenal urbanization of
sting is the lack of imaginative ideas of
of Indian leaders. Even today
captures the imagination of
urban India is perceived as the
d'the ills associated with
onstituent Assembly debates on
nation. were framed on the
id the ¢ity. Mahatma Gandhi and
phithe idealized village
of ‘Bharat whereas
nsidered village republic
n 'onsmuiwnal

Orie of the prescnpuve ideals of the :cons
‘democratization -of yubhc space ‘which

- shackles of the easte system, Dr.- Ambedkar
- of the Indian constitution was: deeply awar
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-of heterotopia to explain the spatial practices occurring in

Shivaji Park. Finally, the paper will consider

der the notion ‘of
¢itizenship in the context of civil and politica :

DR, AMBEDKAR ON DEMOCRACY AND SPAGE

create the notion of civic citizenship necess

ocml dcmocracy in Indlan socxety an
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Bhushan Arckar

HETEROTOPIA

Heterotopias are places of other

ness whose identity js ;
state of flux. The term was use by Michel Foucaullrtlisn"]lfa
work Of o!hfr spaces. “There are also, and this probabl n
all culture, in all civilization, real places, e

- z effective places,
nlaces that are written into the institution of societypitself,

I emplacements... (that}are
simultaneously represented, contested and inverted; a kind

of places that are outside all places, even though th

actually localizable, Since thesI: places are absolguteiyezt;::
than all the emplacements that they reflect, and of which
they speak, I shall call them, by way of contrast te utopias,
heterotopias® (Foucault, 2008:17), Foucault cites several
examples of heterotopias like mirror, cemetery, cinema
halls, garden, museums, libraries, vacation villages, ships,
etc. In modern cities some public spaces are heterotopic
because it is based on, “a system of opening and closing that
both isolates them and makes them penetrable” (Foucault,

2008:21) These are sites constituted by their difference in -

relations to other sites and it is this alternate social orderings
that give rises to heterotopias. However, it is not the physical
location or a territory which is characterized as heterotopias
but the spatial practice resulting into social constitution
of different order, norms, ethics and symbols that makes
the site appear different when cbserved from outside, The
presence of such places unsettles meanings with the other
spaces that surround them. The unsetiling of meanings
“accurs due to incongruous spatial practices which challenges,

“questions, rejects, modifies efc., existing spatial practices.

The incongruous spatial practices give rise to new social
orderings that remain ephemeral but disturb the existing
practices. The alternate spatial practices are like volcanic
eruptions that change the features of the existing landscape

Heterotopia: Dalits, Cilizenship and Urban Spices 155

i _ Foucault contends that social
bu‘; lh:l csh ::febl:s:gh;:‘ :{:: principle of resemblance arfd
ggﬁlmﬁe, In resemblance, “the social ordcn?gj is in
concurrence with the existing or prevalent ethos of the gl‘\]:ler:
society. Similitude, however, is all about an orden;ﬁ 2
takes place througha juxtaposition of signs thaf cultw ally ;:;e
seen as not going together, either because fhelr_relat.xon_s p
s new or because it is unexpected. What is bgm_g.s.lgmﬁed
cannot be easily attached to a referent...This sunﬂ.l.lude can
be used to challenge the conventions of representation. 'I'?ns
representation may wellbe allabout resisting or transgressmg
the cultural expectations that go into making up the idea of a
social order” (Hetherington,1997:9). December 6 is one such
event that turns Shivaji Park into heterotopia because of the
sudden emergence of spatial practices perceived as different,
alternate and Incongraous.

Shivajt Park is located in the heart of Mumbai flanked Py
the sea at the west side and surrounded by a posh locality
at its eastern front. Some important sites near the park are
Savarkar Udyan, Sena Bhavan, Kirti College and a club in
the park. Since the park is surrounded by residential areas
mostly inhabited by upper caste (¢lass) Hindus, it is part of
the extended cultural milieu of the neighborhood. However,
it must be noted that several historic and political ‘events
have occurred in this patk, like a political meeting during
the Samyukta Maharashtra movement, the victory rally
addressed by Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri after the
Indo Pak war of 1965 (The Deccan Herald.27/ 11/2012), the
rally of Dalit Panther in its heyday, the massive dalit rally in
order to oppose the Maharashtra governments decision to
ban Dr Ambedkar’s book ‘Riddles on Hinduism' (Dr. Anand

Teltumbde, 2012), Similarly, the Shivsena conducts their
annual massive political meet known as Dusherra Melawa
on 26™ January every year , the Republic day parade too is
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held here, Only during December 6 every year,
different social order come into effect on this si
tiilleu turns blue on this day
identity,

December 6 is the death anniversary of Dr Ambedkar
which is popularly known as Mahaparinirvana Diwas, The
Navyana Buddbist attribute Mahaparinirvana to Ambedkar
notinsome religious but in a social sense as his death signifies
crenwation of his mortal body and not his immortal ideas
which contains the sceds of emancipation, His body was
cremated ut the Dadar Crematorium, Yeswantrao Chavan, the
Chief Minister of Maharashtra, gave the nearby land to erect
amemorial of Dr. Ambedkar known as Chaitya Bhoomi, On
this day, laklis of dalits come to pay homage to Dr. Ambedkar
at the Chaltys Bhoomi (anak Singh, 2010:344-345),This site
it located on the shoreline, and dalit masses used the beach
lo rest afier paylng homage 1o Ambedkar. In the Jast few
decades, the beach has submerged under water and hence
the Ambedkaritcs flock to Shivaji Park where the Mumbal
Municipal Corporation provides makeshift arrangements for
the masses like food, waler, tollets, etc. Since the 19905, there
hasbeena phenomenal growth in the number of dalits coming
to Chaltys Bhiooml due to the second democratic upsurge in
the 19905, Mandal politics and the rige of dalit consciousness
in nosth lndia by e BSP politics. Overall more (han flve
laklt fallowers descend at Dadar, o Mumbal suburb whers
Shivajl Park is located and the roads taking to Shivaji Park

are flanked by banners, posiers, Nags belonging to political
parties, scheduled castes & scheduled tribes, unions of public
sector undertakings, nongovernmental organizations elcy
to paying homage 10 Dr Ambe

. dkar. Huge police forces are
deployed near Shiva)l Park to regulate 1he swelling crowds

and traflic including surveillance cameray, 1 maintain law

and order. Generally the Ambedkarite followers are in white

does a totally
te, The entire
giving Shivaji Park a different
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i ces
Heterotopia: Dalits: Citizenship and Urban Spa
ele +
ir forehead, blue
:re with blue colour mark on their forel nit‘;er e
and blue attire Wi gl e

ur badges hooked 15 of Jai Bhir Inside
fl:zi?t identity and one hea's thiis:a:ii and singers play folk
the Park several BEOUPE % m;mbedkar, others distribute
songs in reverence of Df O & But the eye catching
hlets to spread his social message. wling across the
B rent the large number of book stalls sprawl ‘Mahatma
e‘i;e'nt'fsl’a:k. gooks ranging from thinkers lﬂ;le N Sngh,
ghlmvaej,l Karl Marx, Martin Luther King ] fl' o?h:rgb ooks on
Shahu Maharaj, Swiam? Dol m; sale in English,
social, political and ideological themes are 011.::5 e Life
Hindi and Marathi language. But most_bo_t; te:estingly. just
and ideological message of Dr Ambedkar. In G call 15
outside the park, the Maharashtra Governr;l;:?ﬁ” o atmes
installed to sell Ambedkar’s Speeches and fbn kiales e
at discounted prices. The overall volume 0 Dotwo b red
and 6" December is more than two lakhs across g
stalls and the prime reason behind thlxs isthe i"}l; : r?creased
Ambedkar that education is the sole llberatgr.l. e B
sale of books is an indication of the spread of I;;;acsyincc e
the dalits in India (Hindustan Times 8/12/20 . 0.
majority of the crowds come from 1:ura1 areas lzel e free
set up medical check up facilities in ﬁ}e par Ot the
services to the masses. What is so significant 3 " in the
December 6 event and why is there suchf ; SlX’S bedkars
crowd even fifty nine years after the death of Dr. tn:, peck: o'f
RS S e

ies or civil soci g
sct;k."p:g::;:,lnl:: {;:!s;sl::d byanoble visionlocreatea casfeless
soic‘:::lyy {The Hindu 8/12/2006). The growing populanlty d(i)f
Dr Ambedkar is unparallelled in the history of medern India
and 1t is testilied by the fact that he is considered the Greatest
Indian after Mabatma Gandhi, os per the poll conducted by

Outlook magazine (Outlook 20/08/2012),
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Hovw is this slternate social order at Shivaji
Sh: . )
by the Jocad residents? It varies from dis::m Park perceiveq

! fort t i
revadson, and resctionsof theresidents i noua
~ ion: areoftencam

in the language of civility and marality attributed 1o l;:il:::g:-:

schvesand constrastingly lacking i i i
Pzi. Anand Pam':lrdfl;llzn's dmﬁzzgrﬁllﬁfgmzﬁo i
! omrade
:apwcsw wth: rc::: dxscounc_d:cply tooled in the minds otEl t‘]i:e
uaigh ’cdcnls. In this documentary, several residents
; e’:\m on the occasion of December 6.0ne lacal
mm lmx nol aware of the contribution of Dr. Ambedkar
w© msocxct)‘. ano:h:r' {csidcnt complains about how
m?:‘g ™ S;l:ic ‘.:.“;,“ 'subndl‘zing the free travel of dalits
S s}?}l lharh by traint and bus. The third resident
W&O Teedto :!:t 1:.;::“0[‘“1 on thehoulskirts of Mumbai
: nvenience 1o the local residents
Two d.zyskl::} Elavc qualifying justification for ceicbralionr::;
Gm!adv e v ll;lat gots on for eleven days in Mumbai. A
ﬁé‘_}:zy - wﬁg <alled the entire Scheduled Caste community
pys g se pr:s:nce can be [elt even from a distance.
i) ‘x E:irs :hq)pmglcoﬁcc at Barista is vocal about
mddnhh: o e dalits and the reservation policy
mm_md mmlg‘ :m.n blames the dalits for lacking innale
2 vl &b mcn(a)tch:s of reservation palicy to gain
wdh o l)’.l I}: aspect lhr:l has been overlooked
MM‘_ mmmfm of people during December 6 when
sesidents prefer 10 leave Mumbai during this period

in order

o P:.o amsddmmgmuan and discomfort caused
i the m‘““w, e :;dc:n s¢e the uneasy stlence
with tightly osed 1 [and nts prefer to stay indoars
even curiosi "md"h“’ and doors. In fact, there is not
the bat )’I, mong he residents 1o watch the event from

10Dt " Y ::“"S i the event or paying homage
stona? Amb rmo{- dr. vickiing the imagination 1o far. The
tanest dmposcd social enclosure of the locals

Heterotopia: Dalits, Citizenship and Urban Spaces 159

and the mobility of the visiting dalits exhibits the hidden
tensions of the unequal cultural practice of citizenship in
urban landscapes. Cultural citizenship in cities is based on
the performative norms whereby individuals enact a specific
mode of behavior based on socially recognized values of
his social location. Such public performativity is not just
constitutive of self identity but gives legitimacy to social
groups.(Smith & Davidson,2008:235) These repetitive and
ritualized publicbehaviors enmasseimposethesocialidentity
of the group on the spaces where the actions are performed.
Except December 6, the upper caste/class spatial norms
are mundanely performed on this site, giving it a so called
cosmopolitan identity based on cultural and consumption
habits of the upper echelons but on December 6 the place is
identified with the presence of Dalits and their social values
that are not only opposite but hicrarchically inferior to the
social norms of the neighborhood. It must be pointed out
that significant numbers of dalits coming to Shivaji Park have
gained social mobility and developed consumption patterns
similar to the middle class residents yet the class jdentity of
the dalits are conflated with the caste identity. As majority of
the dalits coming to the site belong to villages and are poot.
the lacal residents straight jacket the cultural,. regional or
economic differences of the masses into a homogenous dalit
identity, Such pattern of identification by the local residents
of the dalits as backward and uncivil exposes the tension
between the civil and the political society.

OF CIVIL AND POLITICAL SOCIETY

In recent times civil soclety discourse has becarue fashionable
due to its poteatial for expanding the realm of frevdom and
autonomy and optimizing the potential for public sphere. In
urban miliew we sce the profifesation of voluntary groups,
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citizen forums 2nd resident’ welfare groups etc
cavic issues and are seen as harbingers of civi

-y who tzk‘e up
c
Often in the media discourse such initiatives ENgagement.

for their educative role In develaping cj are F’;'lebratjgd
Although civil society has its own "i ritgs ’ civic citizenship

: its celebration
1 hrt'uous realm should not blind us to the exclusio o
practices existing in the civil society due to structured power

relations, Partha Chatterjee considers civil socjet asa r
constituted by culturally equipped citizens pos?ng as ;ﬁ
priest of modernity and those outside it fall In the domain
of political society, People in political society are formal
citizens but their rights bearing status is ambiguously related
to lhc‘state, Such groups like urban and rural poor constantly
negotiate with the state agencies for their welfare and
rights. The state cannot neglect the political society out of
democratic compulsions but also, due 1o its limited capacity,
fails to uplift them in the realm of civil society. Ofien the
members of civil society have grudges against the state for
pandering to the needs of political soclety for electoral gains
(Chatterjee, 2004:37-41), This tension between civil nd
political society is visible on December 6 at Shivaji Park where
the residents as culturally cquipped members of clvil society
are scornful of the dalits (belonging to political sociely),
whom they perceive as culmrnlly inferior and survivors in
the welfare state, However, 1he local residents cannot prevent
the members from arriving at Shivaji Park but prefer to go
into self-exclusion by leaving Mumlbiaf or staying in thelr
homes,

The dalits are able 10 articulate (ieir eultoral identity on
this day with a sense of gelf esteem and dignity, Since 1he
dalits come as a maltitude on (his day, thelr cultura'xl presence
is evidently visible which may not be the cage if ﬂ:cy come as

individuals on any olhier day. ‘Tlic alternate osder created by

the dalits as sald earlicr, twrns Shivafi pag jy,, hielerotoplas,

Heteroiopia: 5);}&3,531&.1?;55&? B SRt e Wi

e ergued that such Jsexzo’.qgia’s ’aze’;r;omf;;m;}

ts and lack trenstormatiye powentid tpr S 4:;,;-11, e
i of socio-economic deyelupruent Gt wil! enabie Tkt
ﬁrf:m givil society. Jiowerer, ¢ hf:.‘.w)'.ppm m,-; m::' e i:,-
e of bringing sociel transformation but i G wxpyiks i
structures of hierdrchies, domination ax:a; f?:p;omm_ G At
soclety by creating 2 subeltern counter puvlic space.
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