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REPORT

A session on Career Options and Career Opportunities was organised for the
benefit of SY and TYBSc Botany was organised by the Department of Botany on
2nd March 2023. Dr Usha Mukundan a Former Principal and a well-known
Botanist gave an interactive session on how you can make a meaningful career
by majoring in Botany. As a Botanist you not only have a satisfying career but will
also contribute to the wellbeing of the planet. You can develop strategies for

conserving endemic flora, endangered flora and economically important plants.
She gave a broad overview of various opportunities available for botanists in

public and private sectors. She emphasised that students should explore the

possibility of becoming an entrepreneur using the knowledge of plant sciences.

There are many avenues for research in premier research institutes which can
be explored. The session was highly interactive.
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Dr. Usha Mukundan
Dr. Usha Mukundanls career has been marked by exceptional achievements and accolades. She excelled
in her academic pursuits, earning a Distinction in B.Sc., a First Class in M.Sc., and ultimately obtaining a

Doctorate in Plant Physiology. In 1997, she conducted post-doctoral research in Plant Biotechnology,

specifically in the area of Downstream Processing, at Louisiana State University in the United States.

Throughout her academic journey, Dr. Mukundan received numerous awards and prizes for her

outstanding performance. Notable recognitions include the College Merit Scholarship, Rameshwar Saboo
Gold Medal for ranking first among B.Sc. students at R. J. College, the Nirmala Welingkar Prize for standing

first among B.Sc. (Botany) students at the University of Mumbai, National Merit Scholarship, and the UGC

Career Award in Science. In 2011, she was honored with the BEST TEACHER Award 2010 by the

Government of Maharashtra.

Driven by her passion for education, Dr. Mukundan pursued a teaching career and joined R. J. College. It

didn't take long for her to progress through the ranks and become the Principal of the college in July 2004.

As a dedicated educator, she played a vital role in the development of the college's faculty by organizing

Faculty Improvement Programmes.

Dr. Mukundan actively participated in various academic committees and boards. She served as a Member
of the Board of Studies in Botany at the University of Mumbai since 2002, a member of the Faculty of

Science since March 2004, a NAAC Peer Team Member, the Convener of the Board of Studies in

Biotechnology at the University of Mumbai since 2008, and a member of the UGC Xlth Plan Western
Region Committee since 2009.

Furthermore, Dr. Mukundan has successfully completed 14 projects funded by organizations such as UGC,
CSIR, DST, DBT, ICMR, as well as collaborations with industries like Bharat Serum, Johnson and Johnson,

Hindustan Unilever, and MARICO. The total funding received for these projects amounts to approximately
1.5 crores.

Her passion for research and dedication to mentoring students is evident through her supervision of

research projects for M.Sc., M.Phil., and Ph.D. courses. To date, 38 of her students have successfully
completed their Ph.D. degrees. Dr. Mukundan has an extensive list of research publications to her credit.

Throughout her career, Dr. Mukundan undertook several overseas assignments, including attending

international conferences at prestigious venues such as the Kew Botanical Gardens in London, the

International Conference of IAPTC in Florence and Israel, an International Conference in Singapore, and
articipating in the INSA-KOSEF Scientific Exchange Programme in South Korea in 2003.
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Dr. Mukundan holds memberships in various professional bodies, including the International Association
for Plant Tissue Culture Biotechnology, U.S.A., Indian Botanical Society, Indian Science Congress, The
Orchid Society of India, Indian Society for Cotton Improvement, International Society of Plant

Morphologists, Indian Society for Plant Biochemistry and Biotechnology, and the Society for Biology and
Biotechnology. She served as an Executive Member of the Indian Botanical Society from 2004 to 2007.

As an accomplished researcher, Dr. Mukundan has presented over 100 papers at conferences and seminars
held in various countries, including Amsterdam, Italy, London.

She has over 41 years of Teaching experience and more than 30 years of research experience and currently
she holds the position of Director of Hindi Vidya Prachar Samiti
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Dr. Usha Mukundan during the session on COCO
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Students of SYBSc and TYBSc Botany during the session
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COCO : CAREER OPTIONS AND CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Time: 09:00 am to 10:00 am Date: 2ndMARCH 2023 Venue: SABOO HALL

Class : SYBSC & TYBSC BOTANY

Attendance
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Of SYBSc class has participated in COCO: Career Options and Opportunities

held on 2nd March 2023 by Department of Botany.

Dr. Himanshu Dawda
Principal
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