


If intellectual freedom is lost all other freedoms
get endangered. This is what ancient Indian
thinkers exhorted and made “Kshatra Teja’
subservient to “Brahma Teja”. The greatest
slavery is flunkeyism. Intellectual bondage is
more enslaving than political subjugation
because of its invisibility and silent creeping
paralyzing power, which unforgivably persists
even after political independence. Indian mode
of thinking proceeds foundationally as
Tksa/anubhava and derivatively as Anviksa and
Pariksa. Iksa stands for viewing the reality as it
is (yatha bhiita). For this experience is the only
starting point and overriding factor. The role of
reasoning in the form of tarka or yukti is only
next to that, known as anviksa and parfksa. They
arc therefore called anu+Iksa, (i.e., that which
follows Jksa as post-reflection) and pari+iksa
(complete examination). Iksa stands for
immediate apprehension and direct realization.
When veritable experience gets consolidated and
codified it becomes Sruti and Srutiparampara.
Thus, anubhava, yukti and Srutiparampara are
the triple foundations of acquiring knowledge in
the Indian context. No history of Indian
knowledge tradition can be genuine and
representative unless all the three are
coordinated. We inherit a rich culture handed
down by rishis, munis and thinkers and is to be
preserved the sublime heritage is left for us. To
celebrate Azadi Ka Amritmahotsava
meaningfully, we need to revisit our past, Sanchi
University of Buddhist-Indic Studies, Sanchi is
offering the present Book in two volumes each
consisting of learned papers on past and present
thinkers.
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0451\Rajbhavan/2022
Bhopal, 08 February, 2022

Message

I am pleased to learn that to commemorate 75 years of Azadi ka

 Mahotsav, Sanchi University of Buddhist-Indic Studies is

bringing out three volumes of encyclopedia- Panorama of Indian
Philosophers.

To commemorate Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav the publication of
Encyclopedia of the biographies of Indian Philosophers from
ancient times to the contemporary world is an appreciable
endeavour. | wish that the fabrication of the Encyclopedia will
be done in an error free and accurate manner with sufficient
research, so that it becomes an authentic source matetial for the
researcher’s needs and be helpful in the enrichment of Indian
traditional knowledge.

1 hope this encyclopedia will be successful in highlighting the
traditions and importance of Indian Philosophy in achieving
universal peace and harmony through non-violence.

Best Wishes,

(Mangubhai Patel)

TTAE: 0755-285828, Haw: 0755-2858832. 3¢k mprajbhavan@mp.gov.in

BHOPAL-462052




Shivraj Singh Chouhan Government of Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister BHOPAL-462004

February 18, 2022
SR.No. 540/22

Message

It is a matter of great delight that Sanchi Univer-
sity of Buddhist-Indic Studies is publishing an encyclo-
pedia on “Panorama of Indian Philosophers” from
Sanatan period till time.

Indic Philosophic tradition reflects vividness and
richness of thoughts. This is also symbol of integration
and harmony of various ideologies.

The present collection of biography on Indian Phi-
losophers will surely be treasure for the students and
knowledge seeker readers.

Best wishes for the publication of Encyclopedia
§ on “Panorama of India Philosophers”.

%l vl
(Shivraj Singh Chouhan)
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G. Kishan Reddy

Minister of Culture, Tourism and
Development of North Eastern Region
Government of India

FOREWORD

Darshan in Indian concept means to look inward. Thus it is both, the
means and the results of manifestation. Indian thought is enriched
immensely with a great lineage of thinkers. Since Vedic period words and
cannons present a legacy of thought. In Philosophical tradition, the Vedas
are considered to be eternal and divine. The sages did research and
experienced the mystic realities. They produced the answers to life. Some
of these holy souls raised to the form of Bhagwan. Out of their darshana
evolved texts. Much wisdom was spread orally. Much is also texted.

I’m happy that a compilation of Philosophers and Thinkers of Bharata
have been brought out by Sanchi University of Buddhist-Indic Studies,
Madhya Pradesh.

The book’s editors are established scholars. Prof. S. R. Bhatt, an eminent
philosopher and former Chairman of Indian Council of Philosophical Research
and Dr Neerja A Gupta, a scholar of Indic Knowledge Systems and Vice
Chancellor of prestigious Sanchi University of Buddhist-Indic Studies have
not only adopted a balanced approach in this context but have refuted
unscientific and irrational assumptions where necessary. This Three-volume
publication on encyclopaedic entries of thinkers and philosophers of India
will prove to be very useful not only for the general but also for the
knowledgeable readers as well.

(G. KISHAN REDDY)

uReE wae, g A, 7E faeei-110001 TOW: 91—11—-23717969, 23710431
Transport Bhawan, Parliament Street, New Delhi-110001 Tel: 91-11-23717969, 23710431
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MESSAGE

‘We have bezn celebrating " Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav" to mark the completion
of glorious 75 Years of our country's independence. On this propitious occasion, I am
delighted to know that Sanchi University of Buddhist-Indic Studies is publishing a
Panorama of Indian Philosophers under the editiorship of renowned academicians
Prof. S.R. Bhatt, Former Chairman of ICPR, New Delhi and Prof. Dr. Neerja A Gupta,
Vice Chancellor of Sanchi University, Sanchi.

Our motherland has a rich and diverse philosophical heritage and tradition. We
have many schools of thoughts and a great number of thinkers who have shown the
common man path of enlightenment and self-realization. Similarly, the magnanimous
contribution of Indian thinkers during Pre and post-independence period of our country
has to be explored and studied closely so that our young generation can seek inspiration
and can develop a better understanding about their ideologies. The iconic thinkers like
as Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, Subhash Chandra Bose, Pt.
Deendayal Upadhyaya are a few names whose ideologies have influenced and motivated
the masses to raise their voice against the Britishers and set India free from their
clutches. Truly, life of such devoted sons of mother India epitomized the following
saying of Sanskrit as:

Ioregt 9 R 3Ew wie geie STEE w9 Waq |
5d A9 AHCHO AN W Wi T YT BRAd | |

Tam exhilarated that Sanchi University is leaving no stone unturned to synthesize
the ancient wisdeom with the contemporary knowledge system. In this context, I hope
that the forthcoming publication in form of an encyclopedia will surely facilitate the
avid readers to foster a deep understanding about the role, contribution and impact of

: philosophical thoughts of our legendary and original thinkers in promoting feelings of
CeﬂiﬁEd as , nationalism and awakening people to accomplish Purna Swaraj.

Iextend my heartiest greetings and best wishes to the esteemed members of the
editorial board for the rescunding success of the publication. ..
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MESSAGE

I feel very happy to note that on the auspicious occasion of “Azadi ka
Arnrit Mahotsav”, Sanchi Univeristy of Buddhist-Indic Studies is bringing out an
Encyclopedia on Panorama of Indian Philosophers, from the ancient time till the
contempotary time under the scrupulous editorship distinguished scholars Prof.
S.R. Bhatt, Former Chairman of Indian Council of Philosophical Research, Govt.
of India and Prof. Dr. Neerja A Gupta, Vice Chancellor of Sanchi University,
Sanchi. 8

Untoubtedly, the ideology and pragmativ views of our ¥ gd and
Philosophers like Gautam Buddha, Mahavir Swami, Kautilya, Adi Shankaracharya,
Swami Vivekanand, Sri Aurobindo, Rabindranath Tagore and many more like them
have inspired our freedom fighers to liberate our motherland from the fetters of
foreign bondage. They shaped the psychological dimension of this struggle and
left a lasting impression on the socio-cultural Disposition of our motherland.
Theit philosophy delineates the crystallization of the new and rising soul of India
and their contribution to the mankind has to be highlighted in true letter and spirit.
We feel proud that this mothetland of ours is a land of a great masters, eminent
thinkers and scholars who have enlightened the world with their deep and profound
understanding of the Universe, Life and Mankind. Therefore, it is very aptly
stated as:

& vefrmn o wiiew demeRigad |
e Yy JEEs Wi aeed o SueEg |

1 do hope that forthcoming encyclopedia of Sanchi University will encompass
gems of philosophy of the prominent Indian thinkers and also mark the contribution
of lesser known thinkers as well in the development of road map for Indian
freedom movement. It is also expected that this encyclopedia will live up to the
expectations of knowledge seekers across the globe.

I convery my best wishes to te editorial baord....
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CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER

S.  Name of the Date of Date of
No. Philosopher Birthof Death of
s Philosopher Philosopher
1 Narsinh Mehta 1414 - 1480
i 2 Kabirdasa 1440 1518 -
i 3 Philosophy of Sankardeva 1449 ‘ 1568
4 Gurd Nanak 1469 1539
i 5  $riChand 1494 ¢ 1629
} 6 MiraBai 1498 . 1546
7 Appayya Diksita . 1520 . 1593
*- 8  Gosvami Tulsidasa 1532 1623
9 Annarh Bhayta 1575 1650
: 10  Gadadhara Bhattacaryya 1604 1709
£ 11 Dara Shukoh 1615 - 1659
= | 12 Yogi Vemana 1652 ° 1730
C ertiﬁed as : i 13 Acharya Bhikshu 1726 1803
TRUE COPY < 14  Taranatha Tarkavachaspati 1812 1885
‘ 15  Swami Dayanand Saraswati 1824 1883
16 Jyotiba Phule 1827 1890
17 Savitri Bai Phule 1831 1897
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27 Sati§ Chandra Vidyabhusana 1870 ; 1920
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Ma Sarada (1853-1920)

Early Life

Ma $arada, also known as Sri Sarada Devi, was born on 22
December 1853 to Ramachandra Mukhopadhyaya anc
Shyamsundari Devi in a Brahmana family in the village callec
Jayrambati, West Bengal, India. She got married to S$ri Ramakrsne
Paramahamsa, a well known mystic and a prominent yogi o
nineteenth century. Sri Ramakrsna came from a village known a:
Kamarpukur, about four kilometers away from Jayrambati. Sarada
_ as a young child was highly pious like her parents and was devote:
to God. She was not lucky enough to have formal education. At th
age of six, Sarada got married to $ri Ramakrsna in 1859. The coupl
lived separate until Sarada was eighteen years of age. S$ri Ramakrsn:
had a firm belief that Ma $arada is the embodiment of Divine Mothet
and he also performed her ‘bodasi Piijja’. She became Sr
Ramakrsna’s spiritual counterpart and followed his mystica
philosophy. She was accepted as a mother figureby $ri Ramakrsna’
disciples. Sri Ramakrsna arranged a tutor for Ma Sarada, so sh
could read and write in Bengali. He also guided her in spiritue
endeavors.

Ma $arada had firm belief that one’s intense feeling towar
God defines one’s relationship with Him; and one can realize G¢
with these feelings. When she came to Daksineswar (near Kolkat
where $ri Ramakrsna was priest in the Kali temple) at the age ¢
sixteen, Sri Ramakrsna was Very apprehensive about her presenc
He wanted to confirm with her if she had come to lure him ar
bind him with worldly life. But she, being a realized soul hersel
firmly replied that it is not so; on the contrary she was there to he
him realize his spiritual goals. She was a pure soul who remained
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nun throughout her life, away from all the worldly pleasures. Being
spellbound by her devotion and her mastering the religious philosophy,
$ri Ramakrsna began to treat her as the Universal Mother and
once she asked Ramakrsna as to what he thinks of her, his reply
Wwas instant that ‘you are the Mother who is in the temple, the
Mother who gave birth to him. That he sees her as blissful divine
Mother.’(SS, 2015).

Spiritual/Religious Journey

Ma Sarada was accompanied most of her time by Golap-Ma,
whom Ma Sarada used to call Vijaya. She is said to be the ardent
companion of Ma Saradi. Golap-Mi looked after her needs, and
was her ‘spiritual consort’. Golap-Ma accompanied Mz §arada even
after the death of Ramakrsna. Even when Ma Sarada wanted to
communicate to the male devotees of $ri Ramakrsna, she used to
communicate to them through Golap-Ma. Therefore one can find
firsthand information about M4 $arada’s life and spiritual practices
from Golap-Ma. Golap Mz was assisted by Yogin-Ma.

In 1872 when Ma Sarada visited Daksineswar for the first time
on foot, Sri Ramakrsna received her with due respect. Later in
1874 she visited Dakineswar for second time. But in 1875 she was
back to Jayrambati where she had severe diarrhea. Even in this
condition she had awakening of Sinkavahini (that is an incarnate
form of the Mother Goddess with four arms.). Most of the disciples
of Ramakrsna could see this divine form in Ma Sarada. She also
performed the pgja (worship) of Jagaddhatri (the Goddess who
is the holder of the universe) as was done by her mother
Shyamsundar; till date this pajzis being done with full solemnity at
Meatri Mandir, a temple built where Ma $arada was born.

Later Life .

After demise of Sri Ramakrsna in 1886 Ma Saradi made her
first pilgrimage to North India; especially to Vrindavan. This was
quite a consolation to her to overcome the bereavement of $ri
Ramakrsna’s demise. She used to weep in grief often; one day S$ri
Ramakrsna is said to have appeared to her consoling her by saying
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that he has not gone anywhere, he is very much there itself; only it
was like going from one room to another. Afterwards Ma Sarada
was completely immersed in spiritual activities like prayer, worship
and meditation.

In 1888 Ma Sarada visited Puri. There she stayed at Sri
Ramakrsna temple. Later in 1906 Ramakrspa Kutir was established
there to provide residence to poor students. Thereafter she visited
and stayed at Udbodhan, the office of Ramakrspa Mission that
was pioneered by Swami Saradananda. Ramakrspa Mission took
forward the spiritual movement that was initiated by Svi Ramakrsna,
It was a Vedanta Movement. The Mission was established by Sri
Ramakrsna’s chief disciple Swami Vivekananda in 1897.

Contribution to the Mission

Though Ma Saradi acquired tremendous spiritual guidance from
her great spiritual master-husband; she had her own individual
spiritual realm. She was a giant in her own ri ghts in spiritual domain
and she had her own disciples/followers in Ramakrspa Mission —
both men and women. She would look after with a tender heart of
a mother both her own disciples and $ri Ramakrsna’s disciples.
She provided a helping hand to Swami Vivekananda to run
Ramakrspa Mission with full vigour. In this connection she got
associated with schools for girls started by Sister Nivedita who
was an ardent disciple of Swami Vivekananda.

At Calcutta, Ma $arada revitalized her energy by initiating many
disciples who were spiritual seekers. It was mainly because of her
female devotees that in 1928 Ramakrsna Sarads Mission was
established in Bagbazar, Kolkata. Like Ramakrspa Mission, the
Ramakrspa Sarada Mission intended to propagate the philosophy
of Ramakrsna Mission and to initiaté social reforms. But the
Ramakrsna Sarada Mission was not as structured as Ramakrspa
Mission.

As such Ma Sarada did not write any book. Her speeches in the
form of teachings are recorded by her disciples Swami Nikhilananda
and Swami Tapasyananda. We have records of her philosophy and
her spiritual endeavours in some of the reminiscences from her
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devotees. She was known for immaculate purity. She never had
any physical contact with Ramakrspa.

Religious and Philosophical Pursuits

About devotion, Ma $arada was of the opinion that surrendering
oneself to God and having faith in Him itselfis a sadhana (spiritual
practice). For Ramakrsna, Ma $arada had said, “Really and truly
he was God himself. He assumed this human body to remove the
sorrows and sufferings of others. . ... .. ” (1990, 474)

Like Ramakrsna, Ma Sarada believed in religious tolerance and
respect to all traditions. Therefore their philosophy was not doctrinal
but was creating an edifice for spiritual exploration. Ma $arada
continued the spiritual ministry of her husband for thirty-four years
after Ramakrsna’s demise. She accepted “practical Vedanta” and
this is justified by one of her popular quotes, “I tell you one thing —
if you want peace, do not find fault with others. Rather see your

. own faults. Learn to make the world your own. No one is stranger,

my child; the whole world is your own.” (1997, 11) For her God
realization makes an individual qualified to obtain wisdom and
enlightenment. Like Vedanta philosophy, Ma $arada believed that it
is the mind that oscillates between purity and impurity. So taking
God’s name, the mind dwells in “purity” where mundane pleasures
do not hold good for the aspirant. One has to discipline the mind
with regular practice of meditation.

Ma Sarada combined in life the spiritual philosophy and its praxis.
Her teachings contained the synthesis of philosophy, theology and
its practical implications in life. That is very conspicuous in her
teachings. All the major doctrines of the Vedanta are mirrored in
her teachings. Ma Sarada considered maya, (the deluding power of
God) is the reason behind this diversified world. Once jfiana
(wisdom) dawns, this illusory world disappears. Bhakti (Devotion)
too plays a pivotal role in her philosophy where total surrender to
God by renouncing everything is crucial. This bestows on the
individual ‘the grace of God.” Ma $arada never underestimated
karma (action in form of duty). To exhaust the residue of past
karma and the effects of fate are consequential in performing one’s
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duty. Therefore renunciation ‘in’ action is vital. Overall Ma Sarada
adopted a holistic philosophy where j#ana, karma and bhakti along
with God’s grace together raise an individual to the level of spiritual
consciousness that transcends the life and death.

Last Days

In December 1919 Ma Sarada suffered from fever. She was
brought to Kolkata, but people witnessed serenity on her face.
One of Ma Sarada’s disciples and hagiographers, named Durgapuri
Devis says a prayer for Ma Sarada in Sarada-Ramakrsna, “1
prostrate and pray again and again at the lotus feet of Ramakrsna
the Teacher of the World and Sarada the Divine Mother.” (2003,23)
One of the female devotees of Ma Sarada was extremely pertur}
seeing Ma $arada in this fragile condition; to this Ma $arada consoled
the devotee by saying that she need not fear since you (the devotee)
have seen the master (Ramakrsna). That she should accept the
whole world as her own. Nobody is an outsider. This whole world”
is your own. It is said this was the last spiritual message of Ma
Sarada who continued the legacy of her husband till her death. Ma
Sarada breathed her last on 21% July 1920.

Legacy
Ma Sarada believed that Sri Ramakrsna showed the ‘motherly
instinct’ to whosoever came to him; and after his demise she was
supposed to continue his legacy by showering the motherly love,
forbearance, sacrifice, compassion and care to all living creatures
— humans or otherwise. Therefore Swami Vivekananda considered
Mz Sarada as ‘ideal for women in this modern world.” She was
inordinately committed to Ramakrsna Mission and later to
Ramakrspa Sarada Mission. She disseminated the message 2F
Ramakrspa by precept and practice, especially his philosophy .~
“practical Vedanta’. She was and till date continues to be venerated
as the Divine Mother, a saint, a social reformer and a revolutionary.
She left the legacy of love and compassion not only to Ramakrsna
and her own disciples but humanity at large.
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